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What are SATs?
• SATs is a term people use to refer to STANDARD End of Key Stage 2 ASSESSMENT TESTS; 

• They are statutory and they are just 6 tests and they take place over four days beginning on Monday 11th May 2020 and ending 
on Thursday 14th May 2020; please avoid absences at this time.*The key stage 2 tests will be taken on set dates unless your child is absent, in which 
case they may be able to take them up to 5 school days afterwards.

Monday 11th Tuesday 12th Wednesday 13th Thursday 14th

Session 1 Spelling, 
Punctuation and 
Grammar – Paper 1

Reading Maths Arithmetic Maths Reasoning 
Paper 2

BREAK

Session 2 Spelling, 
Punctuation and 
Grammar – Paper 2

Maths Reasoning 
Paper 1



Writing and Science

• Writing is assessed using evidence collected by your child’s teacher 
throughout Year 6, so there is no Year 6 SATs writing test. 

• There will be no Science sampling for Year 6 this year. 
Therefore, no Year 6 Science SATs Paper in 2020. 

Both writing and Science are assessed by school staff and submitted to 
the DFE to sit alongside SATs results.



How are the tests carried out? 
• The tests will take place during normal school hours, in the classroom or a suitable space;

• We have to use exam conditions ie children are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the assessments are handed 
out until they are collected after the test has ended; but we try to keep the atmosphere as “usual” as possible

• Afterwards, the completed papers are sealed up and sent away to be marked externally;

• The children’s results are sent back to school at some point in July;

- Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1) – 45 minutes;

- Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 2) – 15 minutes;

 Reading – 60 minutes;

Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) – 30 minutes;

Maths Paper 2 & 3 (Reasoning) –  both 40 minutes;



Higher attainers or Lower attainers
• Within SATs, there are not any separate tests for the least or most-able children.

• Instead, each test will have scope for all pupils to show their strengths.

• This means that some questions towards the end of the tests may be more difficult for many children but they should be 
encouraged to attempt as much of the test as they are able to.



SPAG
• A test is given on grammar, punctuation and vocabulary. 

• This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer questions including some multiple choice.

• A separate spelling test is administered containing 20 words, which lasts approximately 15 minutes.

• Marks for these two tests are added together to give a total for grammar, punctuation and spelling. 



Sample Questions



Sample Questions



Sample Questions



Sample Questions



Spelling Sample



Reading
• The reading test consists of a single test paper with three unrelated reading texts. Children are given 60 minutes in 

total, which includes reading the texts and answering the questions.

• A total of 50 marks are available.

• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding of a child’s reading. 

• During the reading paper, a child’s inference and deduction skills are thoroughly tested. They will also be expected to 
answer questions on authorial choices: explaining why an author has chosen to use particular vocabulary, grammar 
and text features. 

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response; others require short answers and some require an extended 
response or explanation.



Sample Question



Sample Questions



Sample Questions



Sample Answers



Mathematics
• Children will sit three tests: paper 1, paper 2 and paper 3.

• Paper 1 is for arithmetic lasting for 30 minutes, covering calculation methods for all operations, including use of 
fractions, percentages and decimals.

• Questions gradually increase in difficulty. Not all children will be expected to access some of the more difficult 
questions later in the paper.

• Papers 2 and 3 cover problem solving and reasoning, each lasting for 40 minutes.

• Pupils will still require calculation skills but will need to answer questions in context and decide what is required to find 
a solution.



Sample Questions



Arithmetic has a standard timing of 30 minutes and is worth a total of 40 marks. 

It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction and 
mixed operation calculations requiring BIDMAS), as well as number properties, 
calculating percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, and 
calculations using fractions. 



Sample Questions
Maths Paper 1: Arithmetic



Sample Questions
Reasoning

Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) will take place on 
Wednesday 13th May 2020.
Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) is scheduled for 
Thursday 14th May 2020.
Both have standard timings of 40 minutes and are 
worth 35 marks each. 



Sample Question
Maths Paper 2 / Paper 3 : 
Reasoning



Past Papers
We use occasional past papers to prepare; 

They help children get used to the format of the questions

They help children know how to pace themselves within time constraints that are set.

We use them to help see what is embedded and what still needs some work

DO NOT USE PAST PAPERS – if your child has a tutor, insist they do not use them either! 
Using papers from the past can cause us to have a skewed view of your child’s 
position  - it can mean we don’t put the necessary interventions in place 



How to help your child...
• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry about and they should always just try 

their best. Praise and encourage - but we don’t need to tell you that!

• Direct any questions or concerns you have about SATs to us, rather than worry your child with them; 

•  Encourage your child to talk to their teacher or another adult they trust if they express persisting anxieties about SATs. 
(We work in a low key way, but it is worth remembering that a small amount of anxiety is normal, not harmful and it can 
make you more resilient in life) 

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Support your child with any homework tasks.

• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to practice.

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they are reading (the character, the plot, their 
opinion).

• Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every morning!



Build up to the week
Perspective - it is teamwork; we 
support one another - we have been 
through lots together before... 

Invitations to boosters? 

Low Key...we STILL learn with Joy, 
Love and Laughter - 

even if its SATS



The Week Itself!
Morning

We invite Year 6 children to come and enjoy breakfast together. 

There is no need to come to school any earlier. 

This is a great opportunity to overcome those worries we have 
when we arrive at school on the morning of SATs - 
we have a social get together, enjoy some food and remind 
ourselves  that we are surrounded by friends.

During the day
We find relaxing ways to prepare for the next papers - but there’s little point in “cramming” at this stage - we answer any 
questions they have and revisit anything that is concerning them.

We are relentlessly positive through the whole week - no matter how it is going. We focus greatly on perspective and the 
fact that these 6 tests are a very small part of their lives and their successes. 



Results
•Each pupil receives:

- a raw score (number of raw marks awarded);
- a scaled score in each tested subject;
- confirmation of whether or not they attained the national standard.

● What is meant by ‘scaled scores’?
○ it is planned that 100 will always represent the ‘national standard’.
○ Each pupil’s raw test score will therefore be converted into a score on the scale, either at, above or below 100.
○ The scale has a lower end point of 80 and an upper end point above 120.

● A child who achieves the ‘national standard’ (a score of 100 or above) will be judged to have demonstrated sufficient knowledge 
in the areas assessed by the tests.

● How are they used?
○ To assess the progress of the children from year 2 until the end of year 6
○ To judge the school’s success
○ In some high schools they are used to stream or set children ahead of year 7



Reading Scaled Scores ‘18



Maths 
Scaled Scores ‘19



Whatever the results...

...we celebrate 7 years 
hard work 

and our achievements
at the end of the term

are valued whatever form they take.

core valuessport

knowledge

Music and song
performance

confidencefriendship
Strong roots

community

adventure love


