
 

 

Goosnargh Oliverson’s Church of England Primary School 

SEN Information Report January 2020 

NB: This information report was written following guidance from The Code of 

Practice 2015. 

 

Key: 

SEN- Special Educational Needs 

SENDCO- Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-Ordinator 

LSA- Learning Support Assistant 

How accessible is the school environment? 

• We are a mainstream primary school and can accommodate up to 210 children; currently we have 178. 

• The school consists of one building with an attached pre-school (Ollie’s Trust). 

• We aim to ensure that our school is as accessible as possible and follows all guidelines to make it so. We 
do this by:  
-Asking parents about any access issues they, their child or family members have that we can 
accommodate.   
- There is disabled parking available within the staff parking area.  
- There is a disabled toilet on site.  
- We can accommodate disabled parking. 
- All internal doors have door props so that they can remain open to allow wider/free access through 
doorways if required.  
- There are internal steps between KS1 and KS2 however, access to KS1 can be gained through the door 
to the Year 2 classroom, which has no steps, if the need arises.  
- The school hall has an enlarged drop-down interactive whiteboard that could be used to accommodate 
any visually impaired children, however there are currently no children with diagnosed significant visual 
impairments.  

• School information including governors, class information, staff, contacts and weekly newsletters are 
available via the school website. Parents can access staff email via the newsletter and can contact them 
at their convenience.  

• We operate an Open-Door Policy for parents/families of our school.  

• If necessary, information can be translated into other languages to remove language barriers. 

• Resources with children are age and learning appropriate (e.g. pictures and words where necessary).  

• Resources are accessible and at appropriate height level.   

• Children with allergies are catered for and do not come into contact with any triggers. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FGoosnargholiversons%2F&psig=AOvVaw1DDpJVuOs9x3atzFttD5ik&ust=1580308707666000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIjssfbCpucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


• We have no specialised equipment at the current time as we have no children on roll that require such 
equipment. Should the need arise suitable equipment will be provided. 

How will the school identify if my child needs extra help or has special educational needs? 

• Tracking is used throughout the school to ensure the children meet the age-related expectations set out 
by the government.  

• The school identifies pupils as having special educational needs if there is an identified barrier to learning 
or if we are taking action that is additional to or different from that which goes on as part of our 
differentiated approach.  

•  As specified in the Code of Practice, there are four categories of special educational needs and 
disabilities. If a pupil has SEND, their needs will fit into one or more of these categories: 
- Communication and interaction  
- Cognition and learning  
- Social, mental and emotional health 
- Sensory or physical 

• We use a quality first teach approach and differentiation to meet the needs of pupils in the first instance.  

• We aim to provide high quality provision to meet the needs of children with SEN and believe that early 
identification is vital and outside agencies can help advise on the provision of intervention strategies.   

• The class teacher informs the parents at the earliest opportunity to alert them to concerns and enlist 
their active help and participation. 

• The class teacher and SENDCO assess and monitor the children’s progress in line with existing school 
practices.   

• Teacher observations, note keeping and gathering of evidence from a variety of sources are all essential 
in fully assessing all pupils. 

• Lessons can be adjusted to support the educational needs of individual children either through extra 
support, the scaffolding of work or the provision of additional resources. If your child has SEN, has a care 
plan or provision map, their teacher will plan each lesson with this in mind and will provide what your 
child needs to enable them to learn within the lesson. This looks different for each child and will be 
regularly reviewed with the child, teaching staff, SENDCO and parents/carers.  

• Some or all of the following are also considered:  
- Transitional information from schools and nurseries, which will include family history and any medical 
needs.   
- School based assessments, tracking, standardised tests and learning styles.    
- Additional support: Provision mapping is planned each half term and LSA’s and Teachers are deployed 
accordingly depending on the needs of the children.  
- Intervention groups are decided upon after half termly target meetings, it may be necessary to give 
children a short-term intervention to boost a specific area that they are struggling with. These children 
are not placed on the SEN register, but are identified on the school’s provision map.  
- Precision teaching is used to target small gaps in learning and to provide rapid and responsive learning.  
- When required we access specialist support, they work with the SENDCO, class teacher and LSA’s to set 
appropriate targets, provide strategies and encourage independence. This can involve accessing an 
Educational Psychologist and/or Specialist Teachers. 

• The SENDCO provides training every term or as required for all staff. The training is planned to ensure 
current needs are met.  Staff can also access further training if required. Some of the training undertaken 
by staff within the last few years includes; autism awareness, precision teaching training, mental health 
first aid, ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support) training, Speech and Language, NSPCC awareness and 
prevention, First Aid Training and Safeguarding Training- this is not an exhaustive list. 



• SATs- we follow the national guidance and apply extra time or use readers where necessary. 

How will the school support my child? 
How will I be informed of and involved in supporting their progress? 

• The school uses a tracking system to monitor the progress of all students, including those with special 
educational needs. 

• For children with SEN Individualised Education Plans are used to target areas of learning- meetings are 
then held with parents/carers to go through these, discuss them and work together. 

• Class teachers meet with the parents of children with SEN on a termly basis and may use other forms of 
communication in addition including; emails, drop-in sessions, diaries/communication books. 

• Communication with staff and our open door policy is explained at induction.  For children who join 
school at a later date, this information is given both in the prospectus and on a visit.  

• We have an open day annually which parents are encouraged to attend and meet with teachers. 

• There are 3 reports given each year, one of which is a lengthy written report. There is a feedback form 
on the end of year written report.  

• Parents are encouraged to talk with staff at any time should they have any worries or concerns. 

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs? 

• The school offers a broad and creative curriculum, differentiated to meet the needs of all children. A 
range of enrichment activities take place throughout the year. 

• We use a quality first teach approach and differentiation to meet the needs of pupils in the first instance.  

• Teachers differentiate in various ways, including; the content of the lesson, the delivery, the level of 
support/provision, scaffolding. They use teaching theory (e.g. the use of Bloom’s taxonomy) and 
knowledge of the individual child to underpin this. 

• If a child is not making progress then we would look at a second level of intervention, where we would 
put in small group work and tasks.  This could include additional interventions, pastoral work, precision 
teaches.  

• Where a child was still not making progress, we would look at a more personalised approach and an 
Individual Education Plan may be put in place. Teachers would work with parents to address the child’s 
needs in a collaborative approach where the child is supported in school and at home. This would be 
evaluated and we would be able to see if a child was making progress.  If this was not the case, we would 
then consider accessing the services of an Educational Psychologist or other specialist teacher. 

• This depends very much on what the SEND is. Quality first teaching means that the curriculum is 
differentiated to meet the needs of all children.  With the new Code of Practice, all teachers are now 
teachers of all children including those with SEND.  

•  Adjustments can be made within the classroom to support your child in accessing the curriculum 
including; visual timetables, now and next boards, special writing supports/equipment, special seating 
arrangements- this is an example and not and exhaustive list.  

• Overall, we would aim to ensure children had what they needed to make progress. 

What training have the staff had? How are they kept up-to-date? 

• Staff are trained in line with their requests for updates on subject knowledge, and also on the needs of 
the school. This can be varied and specific training and is fed-back to all staff as often as possible.  

• CPD is important within school for all staff and twilight sessions have been used to give CPD, as have staff 
meetings and inset days. 

• The SENDCO has completed Mental Health First Aid training and wider staff have had training re anxiety, 
provided by CAMHS. 

• If further help and advice is required, the SENDCO will contact any agencies school feel could support 
them.  This could be Speech and Language, Occupational Therapy, Community Paediatrician, Child and 



Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS), Counselling Services, Golden Hill Short Stay School, or any 
other services we feel can help the child.  Referrals would be made in consultation with parents/carers.  

What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing? 

• Our school aims, which can be found on our website, include: 
- to foster a happy atmosphere which promotes a love of learning, mutual respect, tolerance and open-
mindedness and which provides opportunities to develop co-operation, teamwork, trust and good relationships 
with others. 
- encouraging our children to take a pride in themselves, to learn how to be healthy and stay safe, to develop a 
happy disposition and adopt a measured approach towards life and decision-making. 
-to foster a happy atmosphere which promotes a love of learning, mutual respect, tolerance and open-
mindedness and which provides opportunities to develop co-operation, teamwork, trust and good relationships 
with others. 

• We believe that each child has different abilities and talents and we aim to recognise, value and develop 
them in order to build each child’s self-esteem. 

• We have a DEN (Dealing with Emotions Now) available in school and an allocated staff member who 
provides pastoral care sessions twice a week. Additional time can be accommodated if required. Pastoral 
work includes; calming techniques, recognising emotions, the use of social stories and coping 
techniques- this is not an exhaustive list. 

• All staff are First Aid trained and First Aid Kits are available at several points throughout the school and 
on the playground at playtimes. Epipens are also available. 

• School SENDCO is Mental Health First Aid trained and other staff are trained in elements of social, 
emotional and mental health as we firmly believe that mental health is everyone’s concern. 

• Our PSHE curriculum incorporates key teaching around achieving a healthy balance of body and mind, 
including elements of social, emotional and mental health. 

• We foster a culture of acceptance and promote talking about feelings as the norm.  

• We invite guest speakers and visitors into school to enrich our teaching of wellbeing including the 
NSPCC, religious teachers and school nurses. 

• Medicines can be administered when parents have completed a consent form. Emergency medicines 
(e.g. epipen) can be administered if required. 

• We have an active Sports Council who involve children in extra exercise and health activities. 

• We encourage all children and staff to participate in the daily mile to keep our children healthy and fit. 

How we deal with bullying and make sure children with SEN can tell us if they are having a problem   

• The school has an anti-bullying policy which can be found on the school website.  

•  Reported incidents are dealt with immediately.  

• Anti-bullying week awareness and activities are held annually to raise awareness. 

• Our PSHE curriculum incorporates key messages regarding bullying and staying safe. 

• Teaching staff promote a nurturing and inclusive environment across school. 

What arrangements does the school make for consulting SEN children, and involving them, in their 
own education? 

• Pupil satisfaction questionnaires are conducted and acted upon to enhance the children’s educational 
experiences. 

• We have an active Pupil Council who represent the pupil voice, including SEND children. 

• Discussion and feedback are welcomed during DEN sessions with our pastoral assistant. 



• Children with an EHCP (Education Health Care Plan) are invited to complete an annual review of school 
life, including what they are good at, find difficult, enjoy etc. which feeds into their plan for the next 
year. 

• SEND children who are also CLA complete a termly review in which they are offered the opportunity to 
discuss school life and share their thoughts on any further support that school could offer. 

How does the school involve other bodies, including health and social services, voluntary and support 
services, in meeting the needs of children with SEND and their families? 

• We contact other services on a need by need basis for individual children.   

• The SENDCO liaises with outside agencies and ensures parents are aware and have given consent. Visits 
to school are put in the diary and space is made available for these professionals to work in.  Observation 
visits are also a part of the assessment process and school works with the instructions given by the 
outside agency.  

• Health services are part of our annual school programme and include visitors to the school who offer 
wellbeing services for ALL children, including the flu vaccinations, hearing tests and height and weight 
monitoring. 

• The NSPCC are invited to visit the school bi-annually to deliver assemblies on staying safe and supporting 
ALL young people.  

• The school supports children with SEND who are also under the care of the local. We would complete 
the CLA (Child Looked After) Provision plan in discussion with parents/carers and then also complete the 
PEPSA funding form for additional funding if this was needed.  

• We would work closely with Children’s Social Care (CSC) and any other agencies involved to ensure the 
best possible outcomes for any looked after child.  

• We would hold meetings in school that were requested by either the carers or CSC. 

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom? 

• Extra-curricular and after-school activities are open to all children. 

• School trips will be fully risk assessed and suitable and reasonable adjustments made to accommodate 
the needs of all pupils. 

• At least 2 members of staff are present at all playtimes and lunchtimes. Extra staff are available should 
there be a need. 

How will the school prepare my child for transitioning to high school? 

• We have close links with local high schools and accommodate visits to them in upper key stage 2. 

• Any school to which a Year 6 child was transferring would be contacted and information and visits 
arranged. If a child is transferring to a different Primary school, contact would be made with the school, 
once it is known and information given with regards to the child in order to ensure they have a smooth 
transition.  

• Both SENDCO and the Y6 teacher have close contact around transition to high school.  

• For children with SEN, extra visits are arranged supported by school. 

Where can I find the details of support services for parents/carers of children with SEND? 

• The school SENDCO is Michelle McCulloch- 01772 865396- mmcculloch@oliversons.co.uk 

• Parents/carers are encouraged to contact the class teacher initially if they are concerned about their 
child’s progress and/or educational needs. If further support is required, they should contact the school 
SENDCO. If this also fails to resolve the issue, a request can be made for a discussion with either the 
Head or the Deputy. 

• The school website has links to local support, including via the FIND newsletters and Lancashire local 
offer Facebook page. 

mailto:mmcculloch@oliversons.co.uk


• Useful websites include; ‘Contact a Family’ (www.cafamily.org.uk), SEN Direct (www.sendirect.org.uk) 
and the SEND Gateway (www.sendgateway.org.uk). 

What should I do if I have a complaint in regards to the SEN provision made for my child? 

•  Although there may be times when parents/carers disagree with or oppose the view held by school 
about their child, the school is confident in dealing with concerns of this nature and would encourage 
parents/cares to make contact as early as possibly to discuss such matters. 

• First point of contact would be the Headteacher- Helen Sant. Tel: 01772 865396 

• If you are dissatisfied with the response to your initial complaint you can access the school complaints 
policy via the school website or request a copy from the school bursar. 

Where can I find information on where the local authority’s local offer is published? 

• The school’s local offer can be found on the school website under SEN or by following this link 
https://oliversons.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Goosnargh-Oliversons-Local-Offer-.pdf 

• The school local offer contains a link to the Lancashire local offer or can be accessed by following this link 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/SEND 
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